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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 


The declaration filed on 23 March 2005 under 37 CFR 1.131 is sufficient to 
overcome the Lu reference. 


An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Myron Amer on 10 June 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1 , line 3, -flaccid- has been inserted between "a" and "string". 

Claim 1, line 17, -when- has been inserted between "whereby" and "worn". 

Claim 1 , line 17, -when worn- has been inserted between "and" and "as". 

Claim 1, line 17 and 18, -solely- has been inserted after "beads". 

. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Hart 
discloses a linear jewelry article of a selected length and worn by encircling a user's 
neck or a limb. The article comprises a flaccid string and plural beads. The beads have 
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a central opening therethrough and have a first select number of non-magnetic 
construction material and a remaining second select number of magnetic construction 
material. The opposed ends of the article are interconnected. Different configurations 
are obtained by placing two magnetic beads next to each other. However, Hart fails to 
disclose that the beads are disposed in a uniform repetitive ratio to each other and that 
the beaded string is worn in helical turns that are maintained solely by the contact of the 
magnetic beads without have interconnection of the opposite ends of the article. 
Accordingly, it would not have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have a beaded string having a repetitive pattern 
throughout the string where the pattern is formed by magnetic beads and not magnetic 
beads in such a way that when worn around a user's neck.or limb the string will not 
require an interconnection of the ends of the string because the magnetic beads will 
retain at least one end of the string with another magnetic bead that is not located at the 
other end of the string since the string is being worn in a helical pattern around the 
user's neck or limb. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Ishikawa (US 4,095,587), Beniya (US D 254,126), Park (US 5,137,507), 
Hayakawa (US 5,535,603), Fan (US 6,544,164 B1) and Lu (US 2004/0111005 A1) are 
cited to show state of the art with respect to articles of jewelry that have magnetic 
beads. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ruth C Rodriguez whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7070. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 07:15 - 15:45. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. J. Swann can be reached on (571) 272-7075. 

Submissions of your responses by facsimile transmission are encouraged. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
6640. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


Ruth C. Rodriguez 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3677 
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June 10, 2005 


ROBERT J. SANDY 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 


